Notic es

Web Page: The Church's web page is:
www.whiston-methodist-church.org.uk

Thank you to everyone who bought from the Webb Ivory
Christmas Catalogue. £100 was raised for Church Funds.
The Mini-Market on the 22™ January raised £175.22
On 28™ January we held a ‘Clearance’ Jumble Sale to empty the
cellar and loft prior to the stage being put up. PLEASE, PLEASE
do NOT bring anymore Jumble until after the stage comes down
(24" April) as there is nowhere to store it!

Junior Church News

Family Services:

6" February JMA Service

6™ March ~ Mothering Sunday

27 March Easter Sunday
Laura Bilinski has been chosen as the New Junior Church Queen
and Mark Johnson the New Junior Church Captain. The
Attendants are: Hannah Machon, Amy Housley, Chloe Marshall
and Summer Davis and the Crown Bearer: Georgina Smith.
The stage goes up on Monday, 28" February and offers of help
would be much appreciated.
The Juniors/Seniors enjoyed a games afternoon after the Mini-
Market.
On Saturday, 12" February the Juniors/Seniors are having a
sleep-over.
The Junior Church are arranging a trip to the Civic Theatre on 26"
February to see Jesus Christ Superstar. Contact Jed for the
availability of tickets.
The 26™ February also sees the start of the 24 hour famine for
World Vision, from noon on Saturday to noon on Sunday. Please
offer your support and sponsor them.
11™ - 13™ March - Junior Church Learning Weekend to be held at
Bawtry Hall.
Saturday, 19" March it is proposed to have another Craft Day.
Offers of help would be gratefully received.
19" March there is to be a Celebration Concert in Halifax featuring
Noel Richards.

Next Newsletter
Please give all items for entry into the March newsletter to Carol
Newman by the 23" February.




MUSINGS FROM THE MANSE
“You are the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13)

Do you like coffee? Have you ever been offered a cup of coffee and when
you are asked if you take sugar, replied “No thanks, I'm sweet enough
already!”? Or do you shovel several heaped doses of sugar into the
steaming cup until the spoon stands up in it? What about when you have
strawberries or rhubarb or any rather bitter fruit? Do you find you can only
tuck in once you've sprinkled some sugar on your treat? (No- I'm not
suggesting what you should give up for Lent!)

I heard a remark the other day that made me think. Someone said that if you
need sugar or saccharine or any sweetener to make something palatable,
maybe you don’t REALLY like it in the first place!

Is it possible to be real about our faith when the institution we belong to so
often seems to need to make the Gospel more palatable to the world by
adding sugar? Love without judgement? Rights without responsibilities?
Cake without calories? | wonder.

“ Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that
you may know how to answer everyone.” (Colossians 4:6)

Jesus and those who try to follow him have always set a lot of store by salt.
Sugar doesn’t get much of a look-in, though sweetness like honey in the
Bible is often associated with God’s ways and Jesus’ teaching. In the
meantime, it's as salt we are called, to bring out the true flavour of God'’s
message and love to the world.

Of course, there’s always the danger of having too much of a good thing!
Remember the story in Genesis:

“But Lot’s wife looked back and she became a pillar of salt.”
(Genesis 19:26)

Not keeping her eyes fixed on God and looking to the past and to
destruction, Lot’s wife ended up as a life-sized stalagmite! Salt can become
a bit stifling if its not leavened with a bit of life! But on the other hand, if
sugary chocolate-box religion is all you have time for, the taste will soon
become cloying and sickening, to you and to others looking for something
more deeply refreshing.

Jesus likened us to salt, not sugar. How’s about it?

With love, God bless, -Joyce

Services and Preachers
6™ February  10.30am Junior Church LA All Age Worship - JIMA
6.00pm Evening Service led by Revd Vernon Marsh
13" February =~ 10.30am Junior Church
6.00pm Evening Service led by Mr Hugh Morgan
20" February ~ 10.30am Junior Church
3.00pm Holy Communion led by Revd Joyce Barrass
27" February ~ 10.30am Junior Church
6.00pm Chapel Anniversary led by Rev George Graham

Flower Rota

6" February Betty Johnson
13" February Madge Darnell
20" February ~ Mick Smith
27" February  Liz Shaw

Cleaning Rota
7" February May Chant & Liz Shaw

14" February Betty Johnson & Sheila Taylor
21° February Margaret Short & Kay Smith
28" February  Jean Rodgers & Elsie Hunton

Events/Activities in Month

Thursdays 9.30 to 11.30am — Coffee Morning.

Mondays - Rehearsal for Dick Whittington

Monday, 7" February - 2.00pm Ladies Group - Speaker - Rev J
Barrass

Tuesday, 15" February - 7.30pm - Church Council Meeting
Saturday, 19" February -10.00 to Noon - Mini-Market

Sunday, 27" February - 4.00 pm - Church Anniversary — Faith Tea

Advance Notices
Friday & Saturday 22" & 23" April  7.15 pm
Crowning of Junior Church Queen and Pantomime Dick
Whittington
Sunday, 15" May ~ 10.30am & 6.00pm

Junior Church Anniversary



